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Drama of encient India :
Rudrachandra Deva’s Usaragodaya

Nibedita Adhikary*

Some Stalwart Dramatists of Early India : -
Drama or nataka was described as drisya kavya by the litterateurs. Natya or the gandharva

Veda which was created by Brahma as the panchcama veda was a combination of natya, nritta,
gita and vadhya. Some of the famous dramatists of India thus created excellent drsya kavyas,
which were meant to be presented on stage for the audience. Most of the ancient Indian dramatists
wrote especially for the elites of the society. Many of these dramatists were also often patronized
by the royal courts and many of the heroes and heroines of the Sanskrit dramas had striking
similarities with the royal family members. Thus the dramatists often found inspiration for their
characters from the members of the family of their royal patrons.

But rudrachandra Deva was rather different one. The subject matter and characters in the
drama were beyond the royal family members. He took the theme from the Puranas and mahakavyas.

He patronised literature, art and architecture. He was himself a great writer in Sanskrit. He
composed two - dramas in Sanskrit- “Yayati caritam’ and Usharagodaya and other two sanskrit
books. Rudra Chandra a Kumaoni King contemporary to Akbar.

Rudra Chandra promoted Sanskrit by sheltering Sanskrit scholars and Sanskrit ritual pun-
dits. Rudra Chandra the Kumaon King contemporary to Akbar did arrange Sanskrit education in
his territory. It is said that at the time of Rudra Chandra the Sanskrit scholars and astrolo gers of
Kumaon or Manasbhumi were competent to compete Sanskrit scholars of Banaras and Kashmir.

Rudra Chandra wrote four Sanskrit books. The book 'Usharagadaya was publisheed by
Sampurnanand Sanskrit University Banaras. 'Shyainikshastra' written by Rudra Chandra was pub-
lished by Asiatic Society Kolkata. There are four hundred Shlokas in 'Shyainikshastra'. The other
Sanskrit literature "Yayati Charitam' and ‘Traivnikdharmanimay' written by Rudra Chandra are still
unpublished.

There were many Sanskrit scholars in Manasbhumi or Kumaon at the time of Rudra
Chandra.

Rudra Chandra built new temples and repaired various old temples as Jageshwar,
Kedareshwar. Rudra Chandra (a Kumaoni King contemporary to Akbar) is called "Harsh- Shiladitya'
of Kumaon,

General Administration of Rudra Chandra :

Rudra Chandra (a Kumaoni King contemporary to Akbar) is also remembered for his new

txation system on land in Kumaon. His son who was blind by birth Shakti Gusain helped his father

—————

*\: .
Nibedita Adhikary, Jamini Roy College, Bankura (W.B.), M : 7319392999

BARTA ASHALATA Q Vol.9:: No.-2 O Page-(47)

R Y e L e T



ISSN 2229-6271
37y | G
THEY | A

BARTA ASHALATA

(Half Yearly Research Journal of Indology & Science)

Tt STTRITera

(Vol. 9 :: No. 1)
[ May 2018 to Oct. 2018 ]

Debasanskriti Debabani Mandir
http://debasanskriti.blogspot.com

(RS (AL FHHF

(Regd. No. S/IL/26329 of 2004-05)
Fului, Hooghly, (W.B.), Pin. - 712122




TR S Reg Ao
O3 ST 8 e

Vedic References on Payasya :
An Analytical Study

ARG S (GTeT P A
=W STy @ st

FATAT ST TR

JTTh eI : WehT THteT

An Empirical Analysis of Level and Trend of
Urbanization in Bankura District, West Bengal

o0

00

00

Q0

faigw A

Mrs. Mrinmoyee Samanta

AR iR
e fHrRfre! Sifgert

‘E.WW?}

T. IR FAR AvS:

Susanta Sen, Ashis Pandit &
Achintya Adhikary

11

19
23

27

31



Highlight


W ST @ ot
St fatrel afEAT

ﬁw—mem¢mﬁwaw3mwﬁaw,ww,wm‘ﬂw,wcﬂ‘eﬂwm'
T (NI SR S Ze! RIeT 2061 (167 S T A7 A o] —
MR - AR, *A, R o/ @esitg Qe A,
AP N S / MR @ 4|
eI FTeA, (T O / TF I T GF
(AR AT 2O / T R GF |
5 RS ©ite T oz @, / Bota Tibe e,
| SeToeTer cdrer e I / (TR 43 (3@l |
ST9ICA S19I TN (1T | (TR (AR RS —
I I (LI (ST (S0, / 7R (I TS O] |
- T =1 w1 03 O BF / W T 410 4T,
b 4FMTR (A° SR / ST @A (RO |
@ e ol iR e / (iR @ gfoa e —
ST P A G5 63 [ oo T 3l
& - Aieps Aoy wwrew 3R o9z ae ST g =aeiEr 2f1 51 S e —
S - IR FIAR TR (TR FfTTOIR fxtiee
et oo1e 3 =@ A fogare W v vt ||
\CE s ik (G R [ Tt Ao 74f® |
SRR woi g IC AT AR 11
IBEIRCCRRCH P TN e Ry siger wfes |
EQUEKIEEICEERRCTE HRATGETRI AR 12 1|
AP Ca AT s AGGA TR |
TARFTAMT THRAGH: TTOR SIFOF U ||
T - awﬁaﬁt@@aammmﬁwm—
=R (ST S S G |
2w (ot T e S ||
*fqe (oI PFHE e T FEE
AR A0 FHR AT ST |
e st €3 @ (O FFH

* T el SRR, ve, SR Aret Q@S e, F 2SI (51:2.), M : 8900506073

BARTA ASHALATA Q Vol. 9:: No.-1 O Page-(19)



